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CPTED Checklist

          

CPTED, short for Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design, applies natural features in your security and crime prevention planning.  Use this checklist while walking around your property to evaluate your potential for preventing crime.   Consult with neighbors and local officials if possible, to allow them to analyze their properties and your neighborhood.
Access Control Review
☐	Do people routinely come onto your property uninvited?  
☐	Are there access points onto your property that are not intended to be used for access?   
☐	Are there access points onto your property that should be blocked or controlled?
☐	Do any of the access points lack natural surveillance, or the ability to view them?
☐	Is there outdoor furniture or other equipment that could be used by an intruder to access a door, window, or other opening into your house that they otherwise could not access?
Surveillance Review
While CPTED principles generally refer to ‘natural surveillance’ such as clear site lines, coupling this with electronic surveillance such as video cameras is a good plan.  
☐	Are there areas a predator can hide near doors or windows?
☐	Are there areas of shadows or darkness where predators can linger unnoticed?
☐	Are there dark areas on the street or surrounding properties where predators can linger unnoticed?
☐	Are views from neighboring properties or streets obscured by landscaping or fencing?
☐	Are shrubs kept trimmed below window sill so you can easily look out onto property?
☐	Are trees trimmed to get maximum illumination from street lights and other lighting?
☐	Consider replacing solid stockpile fencing or other barriers to site lines.   Alternatively add video cameras with alarm to view remote areas.
☐	Assure parking and walkway areas are visible by you and neighbors if possible.
Territorial Reinforcement
☐	Are your property boundaries clearly identified?
☐	Is your property used as a short cut path for others?
☐	Does your property have areas where strangers often linger?
☐	Does your property have an unkempt or unlived in look?
☐	Do neighboring properties have problems such as those listed above?  
☐	Consider signage at property boundaries to clearly identify your property.
☐	Consider natural landscaping, while maintaining clear surveillance site lines, to identify your property boundaries.
Maintenance
☐	Routinely trim trees and shrubs to maintain site lines and lighting.
☐	Keep your grass cut and debris picked up to maintain a lived in and cared for look.
☐	Consider signage at boundaries to clearly identify your property lines.
☐	Meet with neighbors and discuss a neighborhood watch.  
☐	Once initial plans are in place discuss with neighborhood trustees or governing group and local law enforcement.
☐	This document from the National Crime Prevention Council will be useful in your neighborhood watch planning and development.
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